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Gish Jen: Vocation of the Writer — Gish Jen’s nonfiction title, “The Girl at the Baggage Claim: Explaining the East-West 
Culture Gap” (Knopf, 2017), is a provocative and important study of the different ideas Easterners and Westerners have 
about the self and society and what this means for current debates in art, education, geopolitics, and business. She has 
published short work in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, and dozens of other periodicals and anthologies. Her work 
has appeared in "The Best American Short Stories" four times, including "The Best American Short Stories of the Century," 
edited by John Updike. Co-sponsored with Creative Writing.
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